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Imagine a creature that's been around since the time
of dinosaurs, living in the beautiful, warm rivers of Africa.
That's  the Nile crocodile for  you!  These creatures are
pretty huge, growing up to 5 meters long, that's longer
than  most  cars!  They  have  a  thick,  rugged,  greenish-
brown skin with bumpy scales which they use as a tough
shield against other animals and the environment. And
guess what? Their eyes, ears, and nostrils are located on top of their heads, which means they can
hide under the water while keeping an eye on what's going on above the surface.

Speaking of hiding under water, did you know Nile crocodiles are fantastic swimmers and spend
most  of  their  time in  the  water?  They  love  the  freshwater  habitats  of  the  Nile  River  and its
tributaries, but you can also find them chilling in lakes and marshlands. In fact, they are so good at
adapting that they can live in different types of water, from the very fast flowing rivers to the very
slow moving waters. But don't worry, they don't like salty sea water, so you won't find them on your
beach vacations!

Now, let's dive into their lunch box. Nile crocodiles are not picky eaters! They love to munch on
fish, but they also eat zebras, hippos, birds, and even other crocodiles when they get a chance. They
are known for their powerful jaws that can snap shut with incredible force, helping them catch and
eat their meals. And just like us, they like to play with their food, often spinning it around and tossing
it into the air before swallowing it whole.

Our big, scaly friends are quite fascinating, aren't they?
But what about their relationship with us humans and other
animals? Well, Nile crocodiles are generally shy and avoid
humans, but they can be dangerous if threatened or if they
feel their territory is being invaded. In the wild, they play an
important role in maintaining the balance of the ecosystem

by controlling the population of other animals. So, while they might seem a little scary, remember
that Nile crocodiles are an important part of our beautiful world, just like every other creature.
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Solve each problem.

Use the article to answer the question.
1) Where are the eyes, ears, and nostrils of Nile crocodiles located?

A. At the bottom of their heads B. On the sides of their heads
C. On top of their heads D. On the back of their heads

2) Where do Nile crocodiles spend most of their time?
A. In trees B. On land
C. In the water D. In caves

3) What type of water do Nile crocodiles not like?
A. Marshland water B. Fast flowing river water
C. Salty sea water D. Slow moving water

4) What color is a Nile crocodile's skin?
A. Yellowish-brown B. Grey
C. Greenish-brown D. Black

5) How long can a Nile crocodile grow?
A. Up to 4 meters long B. Up to 5 meters long
C. Up to 2 meters long D. Up to 3 meters long

6) What habitats do Nile crocodiles prefer?
A. Urban habitats like sewers and city

canals
B. Cold habitats like mountainous

regions and alpine lakes
C. Dry habitats like deserts and arid

plains
D. Freshwater habitats like rivers,

lakes, and marshlands

7) How do Nile Crocodiles usually eat their meals?
A. By soaking it in water before

eating
B. By chewing it thoroughly before

swallowing
C. By tearing it into small pieces

before eating
D. By swallowing it whole

8) What do Nile crocodiles like to eat?
A. Humans, livestock, and pets B. Grains, fruits, and nuts
C. Fish, zebras, hippos, birds, and

other crocodiles
D. Plants, insects, and small birds

9) Why are Nile crocodiles important in the wild?
A. They provide food for other

animals
B. They help spread seeds

C. They control the population of
other animals

D. They help keep water clean

10) Do Nile crocodiles prefer to attack humans?
A. They only attack humans when

they are hungry
B. No, they are generally shy and

avoid humans
C. Yes, they actively hunt humans D. They attack anything that moves



Name: Answer KeyNile Crocodile

Reading www.CommonCoreSheets.com Page 3 of 5

Determine if the statements is something the animal would say (W) or it it is not
something the animal would say (N).
11) "With a length of 5 meters, I am longer than most cars!"
12) "I like to take small bites and chew my food carefully before swallowing."
13) "I love swimming and spend most of my time underwater. But you won't find me in

salty sea water!"
14) "I have such a beautiful and smooth skin, just like a snake."
15) "Did you know that my eyes, ears, and nostrils are on top of my head? That way, I

can keep watch even while hiding under water!"
16) "I prefer the salty sea water to lakes and rivers."
17) "I only stay in the slow, still waters of ponds and avoid the fast rivers."
18) "I love being around humans. The more the merrier!"
19) "My diet includes fish, zebras, hippos, birds, and even other crocodiles. I have quite

an appetite!"
20) "My skin tone is more of a bright yellow, helps me blend in with the sand."
21) "I'm not a big fan of water; I prefer to spend most of my time lounging in the sun."
22) "I eat mostly plants. They are my favorite kind of food."
23) "I find it hard to see what's happening above water when I'm swimming below the

surface."
24) "I enjoy hanging out in the freshwater habitats of the Nile River, but you can also

find me in lakes and marshlands."

Determine if the statement is a fact or opinion based on the information in the article.
25) Nile crocodiles can live in different types of water that range from very fast-flowing

rivers to very slow-moving waters.
26) Nile crocodiles having eyes on the top of their head is a strange feature.
27) Nile crocodiles prefer to live in freshwater habitats like the Nile River and its

tributaries, lakes, and marshlands.
28) Having Nile crocodiles in a zoo would be both scary and exciting.
29) The eyes, ears, and nostrils of Nile crocodiles are located on top of their heads.
30) Nile crocodiles whipping their food before eating is cool to watch.
31) Nile crocodiles avoid human contact but can be dangerous if they feel threatened

or if their territory is invaded.
32) Nile crocodiles spend most of their time in water.
33) Nile crocodiles are scary because they can eat other crocodiles.
34) It's amazing that Nile crocodiles have been around since the time of dinosaurs.

Determine if the statement is true or false.
35) Nile crocodiles will sometimes eat other crocodiles.
36) Nile crocodile eyes are on the sides of their heads.
37) Nile crocodiles can be found in lakes and marshlands.
38) Nile crocodiles live only in salty sea waters.
39) Nile crocodiles cannot live in salty sea water.
40) Nile crocodiles cannot swim and prefer to stay on land.
41) Nile crocodiles live mostly in the deserts of Africa.
42) Nile crocodiles only eat aquatic plants and seaweed.
43) A Nile crocodile's eyes, ears, and nostrils are located on top of their heads.
44) Nile crocodiles spend most of their time in water.
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Determine which choice is the expanded form of the underlined contraction.
45) Nile crocodiles can't survive in cold temperatures.

A. can not B. cannot
C. will not D. is not able to

46) Nile crocodiles won't eat for weeks after a large meal.
A. will not B. can not
C. will not be D. is not willing to

47) Nile crocodiles don't have any natural predators when they're fully grown.
A. does not B. have not
C. did not D. do not

48) It's important to keep a safe distance from Nile crocodiles in the wild.
A. It is B. It has
C. It were D. It was

49) Crocs are cold-blooded, so they'll bask in the sun to warm up.
A. they have B. they can
C. they will D. they must

Determine if the sentence is a declarative(d), exclamatory(e), interrogative(i) or
imperative(m).
50) Nile crocodiles are cold-blooded, which means they rely on external sources of

heat to regulate their body temperature.
51) How long can Nile crocodiles hold their breath underwater?
52) Nile crocodiles are excellent swimmers and can move very fast in water.
53) Nile crocodiles can grow to be up to 16 feet long.
54) Are Nile crocodiles dangerous to humans?
55) How big can Nile crocodiles grow?
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1. C

2. C

3. C

4. C

5. B

6. D

7. D

8. C

9. C

10. B

11. Would

12. Not

13. Would

14. Not

15. Would

16. Not

17. Not

18. Not

19. Would

20. Not

21. Not

22. Not

23. Not

24. Would

25. fact

26. opinion

27. fact

28. opinion

29. fact

30. opinion

31. fact

32. fact

33. opinion

34. opinion

35. true

36. false

37. true

38. false

39. true

40. false

41. false

42. false

43. true

44. true

45. B

46. A

47. D

48. A

49. C

50. declarative

51. interrogative

52. declarative

53. declarative

54. interrogative

55. interrogative
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Imagine a creature that's been around since the time
of dinosaurs, living in the beautiful, warm rivers of Africa.
That's  the Nile crocodile for  you!  These creatures are
pretty huge, growing up to 5 meters long, that's longer
than  most  cars!  They  have  a  thick,  rugged,  greenish-
brown skin with bumpy scales which they use as a tough
shield against other animals and the environment. And
guess what? Their eyes, ears, and nostrils are located on top of their heads, which means they can
hide under the water while keeping an eye on what's going on above the surface.

Speaking of hiding under water, did you know Nile crocodiles are fantastic swimmers and spend
most  of  their  time in  the  water?  They  love  the  freshwater  habitats  of  the  Nile  River  and its
tributaries, but you can also find them chilling in lakes and marshlands. In fact, they are so good at
adapting that they can live in different types of water, from the very fast flowing rivers to the very
slow moving waters. But don't worry, they don't like salty sea water, so you won't find them on your
beach vacations!

Now, let's dive into their lunch box. Nile crocodiles are not picky eaters! They love to munch on
fish, but they also eat zebras, hippos, birds, and even other crocodiles when they get a chance. They
are known for their powerful jaws that can snap shut with incredible force, helping them catch and
eat their meals. And just like us, they like to play with their food, often spinning it around and tossing
it into the air before swallowing it whole.

Our big, scaly friends are quite fascinating, aren't they?
But what about their relationship with us humans and other
animals? Well, Nile crocodiles are generally shy and avoid
humans, but they can be dangerous if threatened or if they
feel their territory is being invaded. In the wild, they play an
important role in maintaining the balance of the ecosystem

by controlling the population of other animals. So, while they might seem a little scary, remember
that Nile crocodiles are an important part of our beautiful world, just like every other creature.
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Solve each problem.

Use the article to answer the question.
1) Where are the eyes, ears, and nostrils of Nile crocodiles located?

A. At the bottom of their heads B. On the sides of their heads
C. On top of their heads D. On the back of their heads

2) Where do Nile crocodiles spend most of their time?
A. In trees B. On land
C. In the water D. In caves

3) What type of water do Nile crocodiles not like?
A. Marshland water B. Fast flowing river water
C. Salty sea water D. Slow moving water

4) What color is a Nile crocodile's skin?
A. Yellowish-brown B. Grey
C. Greenish-brown D. Black

5) How long can a Nile crocodile grow?
A. Up to 4 meters long B. Up to 5 meters long
C. Up to 2 meters long D. Up to 3 meters long

6) What habitats do Nile crocodiles prefer?
A. Urban habitats like sewers and city

canals
B. Cold habitats like mountainous

regions and alpine lakes
C. Dry habitats like deserts and arid

plains
D. Freshwater habitats like rivers,

lakes, and marshlands

7) How do Nile Crocodiles usually eat their meals?
A. By soaking it in water before

eating
B. By chewing it thoroughly before

swallowing
C. By tearing it into small pieces

before eating
D. By swallowing it whole

8) What do Nile crocodiles like to eat?
A. Humans, livestock, and pets B. Grains, fruits, and nuts
C. Fish, zebras, hippos, birds, and

other crocodiles
D. Plants, insects, and small birds

9) Why are Nile crocodiles important in the wild?
A. They provide food for other

animals
B. They help spread seeds

C. They control the population of
other animals

D. They help keep water clean

10) Do Nile crocodiles prefer to attack humans?
A. They only attack humans when

they are hungry
B. No, they are generally shy and

avoid humans
C. Yes, they actively hunt humans D. They attack anything that moves
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Determine if the statements is something the animal would say (W) or it it is not
something the animal would say (N).
11) "With a length of 5 meters, I am longer than most cars!"
12) "I like to take small bites and chew my food carefully before swallowing."
13) "I love swimming and spend most of my time underwater. But you won't find me in

salty sea water!"
14) "I have such a beautiful and smooth skin, just like a snake."
15) "Did you know that my eyes, ears, and nostrils are on top of my head? That way, I

can keep watch even while hiding under water!"
16) "I prefer the salty sea water to lakes and rivers."
17) "I only stay in the slow, still waters of ponds and avoid the fast rivers."
18) "I love being around humans. The more the merrier!"
19) "My diet includes fish, zebras, hippos, birds, and even other crocodiles. I have quite

an appetite!"
20) "My skin tone is more of a bright yellow, helps me blend in with the sand."
21) "I'm not a big fan of water; I prefer to spend most of my time lounging in the sun."
22) "I eat mostly plants. They are my favorite kind of food."
23) "I find it hard to see what's happening above water when I'm swimming below the

surface."
24) "I enjoy hanging out in the freshwater habitats of the Nile River, but you can also

find me in lakes and marshlands."

Determine if the statement is a fact or opinion based on the information in the article.
25) Nile crocodiles can live in different types of water that range from very fast-flowing

rivers to very slow-moving waters.
26) Nile crocodiles having eyes on the top of their head is a strange feature.
27) Nile crocodiles prefer to live in freshwater habitats like the Nile River and its

tributaries, lakes, and marshlands.
28) Having Nile crocodiles in a zoo would be both scary and exciting.
29) The eyes, ears, and nostrils of Nile crocodiles are located on top of their heads.
30) Nile crocodiles whipping their food before eating is cool to watch.
31) Nile crocodiles avoid human contact but can be dangerous if they feel threatened

or if their territory is invaded.
32) Nile crocodiles spend most of their time in water.
33) Nile crocodiles are scary because they can eat other crocodiles.
34) It's amazing that Nile crocodiles have been around since the time of dinosaurs.

Determine if the statement is true or false.
35) Nile crocodiles will sometimes eat other crocodiles.
36) Nile crocodile eyes are on the sides of their heads.
37) Nile crocodiles can be found in lakes and marshlands.
38) Nile crocodiles live only in salty sea waters.
39) Nile crocodiles cannot live in salty sea water.
40) Nile crocodiles cannot swim and prefer to stay on land.
41) Nile crocodiles live mostly in the deserts of Africa.
42) Nile crocodiles only eat aquatic plants and seaweed.
43) A Nile crocodile's eyes, ears, and nostrils are located on top of their heads.
44) Nile crocodiles spend most of their time in water.
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Determine which choice is the expanded form of the underlined contraction.
45) Nile crocodiles can't survive in cold temperatures.

A. can not B. cannot
C. will not D. is not able to

46) Nile crocodiles won't eat for weeks after a large meal.
A. will not B. can not
C. will not be D. is not willing to

47) Nile crocodiles don't have any natural predators when they're fully grown.
A. does not B. have not
C. did not D. do not

48) It's important to keep a safe distance from Nile crocodiles in the wild.
A. It is B. It has
C. It were D. It was

49) Crocs are cold-blooded, so they'll bask in the sun to warm up.
A. they have B. they can
C. they will D. they must

Determine if the sentence is a declarative(d), exclamatory(e), interrogative(i) or
imperative(m).
50) Nile crocodiles are cold-blooded, which means they rely on external sources of

heat to regulate their body temperature.
51) How long can Nile crocodiles hold their breath underwater?
52) Nile crocodiles are excellent swimmers and can move very fast in water.
53) Nile crocodiles can grow to be up to 16 feet long.
54) Are Nile crocodiles dangerous to humans?
55) How big can Nile crocodiles grow?

1-10 95 90 85 80 75 70 65 60 55 50
11-20 45 40 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0
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1. C

2. C

3. C

4. C

5. B

6. D

7. D

8. C

9. C

10. B

11. Would

12. Not

13. Would

14. Not

15. Would

16. Not

17. Not

18. Not

19. Would

20. Not

21. Not

22. Not

23. Not

24. Would

25. fact

26. opinion

27. fact

28. opinion

29. fact

30. opinion

31. fact

32. fact

33. opinion

34. opinion

35. true

36. false

37. true

38. false

39. true

40. false

41. false

42. false

43. true

44. true

45. B

46. A

47. D

48. A

49. C

50. declarative

51. interrogative

52. declarative

53. declarative

54. interrogative

55. interrogative
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Solve each problem.

Use the article to answer the question.
1) Where are the eyes, ears, and nostrils of Nile crocodiles located? (paragraph 1)

A. At the bottom of their heads B. On the sides of their heads
C. On top of their heads D.

2) Where do Nile crocodiles spend most of their time? (paragraph 2)

A. In trees B.
C. In the water D.

3) What type of water do Nile crocodiles not like? (paragraph 2)

A. B. Fast flowing river water
C. Salty sea water D.

4) What color is a Nile crocodile's skin? (paragraph 1)

A. Yellowish-brown B. Grey
C. Greenish-brown D.

5) How long can a Nile crocodile grow? (paragraph 1)

A. Up to 4 meters long B. Up to 5 meters long
C. D.

6) What habitats do Nile crocodiles prefer? (paragraph 2)

A. Urban habitats like sewers and city
canals

B. Cold habitats like mountainous
regions and alpine lakes

C. D. Freshwater habitats like rivers,
lakes, and marshlands

7) How do Nile Crocodiles usually eat their meals? (paragraph 3)

A. By soaking it in water before
eating

B. By chewing it thoroughly before
swallowing

C. D. By swallowing it whole

8) What do Nile crocodiles like to eat? (paragraph 3)

A. B. Grains, fruits, and nuts
C. Fish, zebras, hippos, birds, and

other crocodiles
D.

9) Why are Nile crocodiles important in the wild? (paragraph 4)

A. They provide food for other
animals

B. They help spread seeds

C. They control the population of
other animals

D.

10) Do Nile crocodiles prefer to attack humans? (paragraph 4)

A. They only attack humans when
they are hungry

B. No, they are generally shy and
avoid humans

C. D.

Determine if the statements is something the animal would say (W) or it it is not
something the animal would say (N).
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11) "With a length of 5 meters, I am longer than most cars!" (paragraph 1)

12) "I like to take small bites and chew my food carefully before swallowing." (paragraph 3)

1-10 92 83 75 67 58 50 42 33 25 17
11-12 8 0
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