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When night falls, and the world is quiet, a special kind of magic
sparks to life, and it's all thanks to our tiny friends - the fireflies!
These charming creatures are a type of beetle and they're renowned
for their ability to glow in the dark. Their bodies are usually black or
dark brown, and they have wings that fold softly over their bodies
when they're not in flight. But the most fascinating part about them
is their abdomen which lights up, creating a spectacular display that
brightens up the night.

Speaking of this dazzling light show, did you know it's actually a way for fireflies to communicate? This is just
one of the many interesting facts about their life cycle, which starts as a tiny egg and then transforms into a glow worm
before becoming a glowing adult. In each stage of their life, they have a different diet; as larvae, they munch on snails
and worms, but as adults, they prefer nectar or pollen. Their adaptability allows them to live in a variety of
environments, from forests and fields to marshes and gardens.

This adaptability means fireflies get to meet all sorts of other creatures, and they have some interesting
relationships! Certain animals, like birds and spiders, see them as a tasty snack, but fireflies have a clever defense -
their light can act as a warning signal. Their light tells these predators that they don't taste good, so it's best to look for
dinner elsewhere! As for humans, we mostly enjoy their beautiful light displays, and in some cultures, they are seen as
symbols of hope and inspiration.

Now, you might be thinking that all fireflies are the same, but there are actually over
2000 different species of fireflies, each with their unique traits. Some light up in a yellow-
green color while others glow in a blue or red hue, and some don't even light up at all!
Each species has its own flash pattern - think of it as their unique way of saying 'Hello, it's
me!' So, the next time you see these little lanterns of the night, remember, they're not just
lighting up the world, they're also communicating, eating, surviving, and being absolutely
unique!



Name: Answer KeyFirefly

Reading www.CommonCoreSheets.com Page 2 of 6
1-10 95 90 85 80 75 70 65 60 55 50
11-20 45 40 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0

Solve each problem.

Use the article to answer the question.
1) What are fireflies?

A. A type of flower. B. A type of bird.

C. A type of fish. D. A type of beetle.

2) How do some fireflies use their light to protect themselves?
A. They use it as a warning signal to

predators
B. They use it to find their way home

C. They use it to blind predators D. They use it for camouflage

3) What part of a firefly's body lights up?
A. Their legs. B. Their wings.

C. Their abdomen. D. Their head.

4) What is the purpose of the different flash patterns of fireflies?
A. To communicate and identify

themselves.
B. To confuse predators.

C. To find their way home. D. To attract mates.

5) How many different species of fireflies are there?
A. Less than 500. B. Exactly 1000.

C. Over 2000. D. More than 5000.

6) What color are fireflies' bodies?
A. Orange or yellow. B. Green or blue.

C. Red or purple. D. Black or dark brown.

7) What is the purpose of the fireflies' light?
A. To communicate. B. To navigate in the dark.

C. To scare away predators. D. To digest food.

8) How do fireflies defend themselves?
A. Curling up into a ball. B. Using their light as a warning signal.

C. Using their sharp teeth. D. Spraying a bad-smelling liquid.

9) What is one way different firefly species can be distinguished from each other?
A. The pattern on their wings B. The size of their body

C. The shape of their antenna D. Their difference in the color of their
light

10) How are fireflies viewed by humans in some cultures?
A. Symbols of danger and fear. B. Symbols of strength and power.

C. Symbols of sadness and loss. D. Symbols of hope and inspiration.

Determine if the statements is something the animal would say (W) or it it is not something
the animal would say (N).
11) "During the day, my abdomen lights up the world with a spectacular display."
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12) "We fireflies can live only in forests."

13) "I started out as a little egg, then turned into a glow worm and eventually, a glowing adult-
that's my life!"

14) "We fireflies have our unique glow colors, some of us glow yellow-green, while others
shine in blue or red."

15) "There isn’t a species of fireflies that doesn’t glow."

16) "We fireflies eat only nectar or pollen throughout our life."

17) "I could live in different places - forests, fields, marshes, even your garden! That's how
adaptable I am."

18) "There are over 2,000 different species of us fireflies, each having unique traits. So if you
think we're all the same, think again!"

19) "This brilliant glow you see? I use it to communicate with my firefly friends."

20) "I'm a firefly and my body color is bright yellow."

21) "My diet as a larvae and as an adult is same – I always eat snails and worms."

22) "We fireflies are easily devoured because we don't have a defense mechanism."

23) "When I was a larva, I would eat snails and worms. But now that I'm an adult, I prefer
munching on nectar or pollen."

24) "In human cultures, we fireflies are seen as a bad omen."

25) "My glow is not just for show, it's a warning for any bird or spider trying to make a meal
out of me."

26) "Some cultures view my light as a symbol of hope and inspiration."

27) "My glowing light tells hungry animals that I don't taste good and it's better to find some
other dinner."

28) "All fireflies light up in a yellow-green color."

29) "Did you know that I am actually a kind of beetle?"

30) "Each of us has a unique flash pattern, that's like our special way of saying 'Hello, it's
me!'"

Determine if the statement is a fact or opinion based on the information in the article.
31) There are over 2,000 different species of fireflies.

32) Fireflies are the most fascinating creatures in the world because they can light up the dark.

33) Fireflies' light can act as a warning signal to predators.

34) The light show from fireflies is more impressive than any fireworks display.

35) Fireflies, when they are in their larvae stage, eat snails and worms.

36) The various colors fireflies can produce while glowing is amazing.

37) Each species of fireflies has its own flash pattern.

38) As adults, fireflies tend to eat nectar or pollen.

39) The transformation of fireflies from tiny eggs to glowing adults is a marvel.

40) The light show fireflies put on is the most fascinating thing about them.
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Determine if the statement is true or false.
41) Fireflies use their light to warn predators that they are not tasty.

42) Fireflies are a type of bird.

43) Each species of firefly has its own flash pattern.

44) Fireflies are a type of spider.

45) Fireflies use their lights to communicate.

46) Fireflies eat only snails and worms their entire life.

47) Fireflies lights are all the same color.

48) Fireflies live only in marshes.

49) There are over 2,000 different firefly species.

50) Fireflies are known for their ability to glow in the dark.

Determine which choice is the expanded form of the underlined contraction.
51) Fireflies aren't only found in forests, but also in marshes, fields, and gardens.

A. are able B. are not

C. cannot D. will not

52) It's important to be gentle with fireflies if you catch them, so they don't get hurt.
A. It is B. It has

C. It was D. It will

53) Fireflies don't produce heat when they light up, making their light cool to touch.
A. does not B. will not

C. cannot D. do not

54) There's a special chemical called luciferin in fireflies that helps produce their light.
A. There is B. There was

C. It is D. There are

55) Fireflies' light can be different colors, but they're mostly yellow or green.
A. it is B. these are

C. they are D. there are

Determine if the sentence is a declarative(d), exclamatory(e), interrogative(i) or
imperative(m).
56) It's amazing how fireflies can synchronize their flashing lights!

57) If you catch fireflies in a jar, remember to let them go afterwards.

58) Where can fireflies be found?

59) Wow, fireflies can come in various colors like green, yellow, and red!

60) Fireflies are also known as lightning bugs.

61) What do fireflies use their bioluminescent tails for?

62) Fireflies are important pollinators and their light is studied by scientists.

63) What type of insects do fireflies eat?
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64) Fireflies eat aphids, mites, snails, and small slugs.

65) Catch the fireflies gently in your hands.

66) Amazingly, some adult fireflies can live for up to two years!

67) Do not harm fireflies.

Determine which choice is the conclusion that can be drawn from the statement.
68) Fireflies are actually beetles, not flies, and they use their bioluminescent abdomens to

attract mates. Based on this statement, what can be concluded about fireflies?
A. Fireflies are the only insects that can

produce light.
B. Fireflies use light as a form of

communication in mating.

C. Fireflies light up to scare off
predators.

D. All beetles are bioluminescent.

69) Some fireflies eat other insects, like aphids and mites, as well as snails and small slugs.
Based on this statement, what conclusion can we draw about the kind of diet fireflies have?
A. Fireflies have a varied diet that

includes insects and small
invertebrates.

B. Fireflies eat fruits and vegetables.

C. Fireflies only eat plants if no bugs are
around.

D. Fireflies will eat other firefly species.

70) Fireflies produce a light in their lower abdomen through a process called bioluminescence.
Based on this statement, what conclusion can be drawn about fireflies?
A. All insects can produce light through

bioluminescence.
B. Fireflies require external light sources

to glow.

C. Fireflies illuminate their path using
light from their abdomen.

D. Fireflies have an ability to generate
light through a biological process.

71) Not all fireflies glow as adults, but all firefly larvae do. Based on this statement, what can
be concluded about fireflies?
A. All fireflies lose their ability to glow

when they become adults.
B. Only adult fireflies are capable of

glowing.

C. Firefly larvae glow to scare away
predators.

D. Luminescence is a common trait in all
firefly larvae, but not all adult
fireflies.

72) Fireflies have bioluminescent tails that they use to communicate with each other and attract
mates. Based on this statement, what conclusion can we draw about fireflies glows?
A. Fireflies use different colors and

patterns to identify their own species
and find the right partners.

B. Fireflies change colors to blend in
with their environment.

C. Fireflies use colors to scare away
predators.

D. Fireflies glow in different colors just
for fun.
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68. B

69. A

70. D

71. D

72. A
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When night falls, and the world is quiet, a special kind of magic
sparks to life, and it's all thanks to our tiny friends - the fireflies!
These charming creatures are a type of beetle and they're renowned
for their ability to glow in the dark. Their bodies are usually black or
dark brown, and they have wings that fold softly over their bodies
when they're not in flight. But the most fascinating part about them
is their abdomen which lights up, creating a spectacular display that
brightens up the night.

Speaking of this dazzling light show, did you know it's actually a way for fireflies to communicate? This is just
one of the many interesting facts about their life cycle, which starts as a tiny egg and then transforms into a glow worm
before becoming a glowing adult. In each stage of their life, they have a different diet; as larvae, they munch on snails
and worms, but as adults, they prefer nectar or pollen. Their adaptability allows them to live in a variety of
environments, from forests and fields to marshes and gardens.

This adaptability means fireflies get to meet all sorts of other creatures, and they have some interesting
relationships! Certain animals, like birds and spiders, see them as a tasty snack, but fireflies have a clever defense -
their light can act as a warning signal. Their light tells these predators that they don't taste good, so it's best to look for
dinner elsewhere! As for humans, we mostly enjoy their beautiful light displays, and in some cultures, they are seen as
symbols of hope and inspiration.

Now, you might be thinking that all fireflies are the same, but there are actually over
2000 different species of fireflies, each with their unique traits. Some light up in a yellow-
green color while others glow in a blue or red hue, and some don't even light up at all!
Each species has its own flash pattern - think of it as their unique way of saying 'Hello, it's
me!' So, the next time you see these little lanterns of the night, remember, they're not just
lighting up the world, they're also communicating, eating, surviving, and being absolutely
unique!
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Solve each problem.

Use the article to answer the question.
1) What are fireflies?

A. A type of flower. B. A type of bird.

C. A type of fish. D. A type of beetle.

2) How do some fireflies use their light to protect themselves?
A. They use it as a warning signal to

predators
B. They use it to find their way home

C. They use it to blind predators D. They use it for camouflage

3) What part of a firefly's body lights up?
A. Their legs. B. Their wings.

C. Their abdomen. D. Their head.

4) What is the purpose of the different flash patterns of fireflies?
A. To communicate and identify

themselves.
B. To confuse predators.

C. To find their way home. D. To attract mates.

5) How many different species of fireflies are there?
A. Less than 500. B. Exactly 1000.

C. Over 2000. D. More than 5000.

6) What color are fireflies' bodies?
A. Orange or yellow. B. Green or blue.

C. Red or purple. D. Black or dark brown.

7) What is the purpose of the fireflies' light?
A. To communicate. B. To navigate in the dark.

C. To scare away predators. D. To digest food.

8) How do fireflies defend themselves?
A. Curling up into a ball. B. Using their light as a warning signal.

C. Using their sharp teeth. D. Spraying a bad-smelling liquid.

9) What is one way different firefly species can be distinguished from each other?
A. The pattern on their wings B. The size of their body

C. The shape of their antenna D. Their difference in the color of their
light

10) How are fireflies viewed by humans in some cultures?
A. Symbols of danger and fear. B. Symbols of strength and power.

C. Symbols of sadness and loss. D. Symbols of hope and inspiration.

Determine if the statements is something the animal would say (W) or it it is not something
the animal would say (N).
11) "During the day, my abdomen lights up the world with a spectacular display."
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12) "We fireflies can live only in forests."

13) "I started out as a little egg, then turned into a glow worm and eventually, a glowing adult-
that's my life!"

14) "We fireflies have our unique glow colors, some of us glow yellow-green, while others
shine in blue or red."

15) "There isn’t a species of fireflies that doesn’t glow."

16) "We fireflies eat only nectar or pollen throughout our life."

17) "I could live in different places - forests, fields, marshes, even your garden! That's how
adaptable I am."

18) "There are over 2,000 different species of us fireflies, each having unique traits. So if you
think we're all the same, think again!"

19) "This brilliant glow you see? I use it to communicate with my firefly friends."

20) "I'm a firefly and my body color is bright yellow."

21) "My diet as a larvae and as an adult is same – I always eat snails and worms."

22) "We fireflies are easily devoured because we don't have a defense mechanism."

23) "When I was a larva, I would eat snails and worms. But now that I'm an adult, I prefer
munching on nectar or pollen."

24) "In human cultures, we fireflies are seen as a bad omen."

25) "My glow is not just for show, it's a warning for any bird or spider trying to make a meal
out of me."

26) "Some cultures view my light as a symbol of hope and inspiration."

27) "My glowing light tells hungry animals that I don't taste good and it's better to find some
other dinner."

28) "All fireflies light up in a yellow-green color."

29) "Did you know that I am actually a kind of beetle?"

30) "Each of us has a unique flash pattern, that's like our special way of saying 'Hello, it's
me!'"

Determine if the statement is a fact or opinion based on the information in the article.
31) There are over 2,000 different species of fireflies.

32) Fireflies are the most fascinating creatures in the world because they can light up the dark.

33) Fireflies' light can act as a warning signal to predators.

34) The light show from fireflies is more impressive than any fireworks display.

35) Fireflies, when they are in their larvae stage, eat snails and worms.

36) The various colors fireflies can produce while glowing is amazing.

37) Each species of fireflies has its own flash pattern.

38) As adults, fireflies tend to eat nectar or pollen.

39) The transformation of fireflies from tiny eggs to glowing adults is a marvel.

40) The light show fireflies put on is the most fascinating thing about them.
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Determine if the statement is true or false.
41) Fireflies use their light to warn predators that they are not tasty.

42) Fireflies are a type of bird.

43) Each species of firefly has its own flash pattern.

44) Fireflies are a type of spider.

45) Fireflies use their lights to communicate.

46) Fireflies eat only snails and worms their entire life.

47) Fireflies lights are all the same color.

48) Fireflies live only in marshes.

49) There are over 2,000 different firefly species.

50) Fireflies are known for their ability to glow in the dark.

Determine which choice is the expanded form of the underlined contraction.
51) Fireflies aren't only found in forests, but also in marshes, fields, and gardens.

A. are able B. are not

C. cannot D. will not

52) It's important to be gentle with fireflies if you catch them, so they don't get hurt.
A. It is B. It has

C. It was D. It will

53) Fireflies don't produce heat when they light up, making their light cool to touch.
A. does not B. will not

C. cannot D. do not

54) There's a special chemical called luciferin in fireflies that helps produce their light.
A. There is B. There was

C. It is D. There are

55) Fireflies' light can be different colors, but they're mostly yellow or green.
A. it is B. these are

C. they are D. there are

Determine if the sentence is a declarative(d), exclamatory(e), interrogative(i) or
imperative(m).
56) It's amazing how fireflies can synchronize their flashing lights!

57) If you catch fireflies in a jar, remember to let them go afterwards.

58) Where can fireflies be found?

59) Wow, fireflies can come in various colors like green, yellow, and red!

60) Fireflies are also known as lightning bugs.

61) What do fireflies use their bioluminescent tails for?

62) Fireflies are important pollinators and their light is studied by scientists.

63) What type of insects do fireflies eat?
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64) Fireflies eat aphids, mites, snails, and small slugs.

65) Catch the fireflies gently in your hands.

66) Amazingly, some adult fireflies can live for up to two years!

67) Do not harm fireflies.

Determine which choice is the conclusion that can be drawn from the statement.
68) Fireflies are actually beetles, not flies, and they use their bioluminescent abdomens to

attract mates. Based on this statement, what can be concluded about fireflies?
A. Fireflies are the only insects that can

produce light.
B. Fireflies use light as a form of

communication in mating.

C. Fireflies light up to scare off
predators.

D. All beetles are bioluminescent.

69) Some fireflies eat other insects, like aphids and mites, as well as snails and small slugs.
Based on this statement, what conclusion can we draw about the kind of diet fireflies have?
A. Fireflies have a varied diet that

includes insects and small
invertebrates.

B. Fireflies eat fruits and vegetables.

C. Fireflies only eat plants if no bugs are
around.

D. Fireflies will eat other firefly species.

70) Fireflies produce a light in their lower abdomen through a process called bioluminescence.
Based on this statement, what conclusion can be drawn about fireflies?
A. All insects can produce light through

bioluminescence.
B. Fireflies require external light sources

to glow.

C. Fireflies illuminate their path using
light from their abdomen.

D. Fireflies have an ability to generate
light through a biological process.

71) Not all fireflies glow as adults, but all firefly larvae do. Based on this statement, what can
be concluded about fireflies?
A. All fireflies lose their ability to glow

when they become adults.
B. Only adult fireflies are capable of

glowing.

C. Firefly larvae glow to scare away
predators.

D. Luminescence is a common trait in all
firefly larvae, but not all adult
fireflies.

72) Fireflies have bioluminescent tails that they use to communicate with each other and attract
mates. Based on this statement, what conclusion can we draw about fireflies glows?
A. Fireflies use different colors and

patterns to identify their own species
and find the right partners.

B. Fireflies change colors to blend in
with their environment.

C. Fireflies use colors to scare away
predators.

D. Fireflies glow in different colors just
for fun.

1-10 95 90 85 80 75 70 65 60 55 50
11-20 45 40 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0
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1. D

2. A

3. C

4. A

5. C

6. D

7. A

8. B

9. D

10. D

11. false

12. false

13. true

14. true

15. false

16. false

17. true

18. true

19. true

20. false

21. false

22. false

23. true

24. false

25. true

26. true

27. true

28. false

29. true

30. true

31. fact

32. opinion

33. fact

34. opinion

35. fact

36. opinion

37. fact

38. fact

39. opinion

40. opinion

41. true

42. false

43. true

44. false

45. true

46. false

47. false

48. false

49. true

50. true

51. B

52. A

53. D

54. A

55. C

56. exclamatory

57. imperative

58. interrogative

59. exclamatory

60. declarative

61. interrogative

62. declarative

63. interrogative

64. declarative

65. imperative

66. exclamatory

67. imperative

68. B

69. A

70. D

71. D

72. A
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Solve each problem.

Use the article to answer the question.
1) What are fireflies? (paragraph 1)

A. B. A type of bird.

C. D. A type of beetle.

2) How do some fireflies use their light to protect themselves? (paragraph 3)

A. They use it as a warning signal to
predators

B. They use it to find their way home

C. D.

3) What part of a firefly's body lights up? (paragraph 1)

A. Their legs. B. Their wings.

C. Their abdomen. D.

4) What is the purpose of the different flash patterns of fireflies? (paragraph 4)

A. To communicate and identify
themselves.

B. To confuse predators.

C. D.

5) How many different species of fireflies are there? (paragraph 4)

A. Less than 500. B.

C. Over 2000. D.

6) What color are fireflies' bodies? (paragraph 1)

A. Orange or yellow. B. Green or blue.

C. D. Black or dark brown.

7) What is the purpose of the fireflies' light? (paragraph 2)

A. To communicate. B.

C. D.

8) How do fireflies defend themselves? (paragraph 3)

A. B. Using their light as a warning signal.

C. D.

9) What is one way different firefly species can be distinguished from each other? (paragraph 4)

A. B. The size of their body

C. D. Their difference in the color of their
light

10) How are fireflies viewed by humans in some cultures? (paragraph 3)

A. Symbols of danger and fear. B.

C. D. Symbols of hope and inspiration.

Determine if the statements is something the animal would say (W) or it it is not something
the animal would say (N).
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11) "During the day, my abdomen lights up the world with a spectacular display." (paragraph 1)

12) "We fireflies can live only in forests." (paragraph 2)
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